
Road/Trail Classifications 
 
State routes are known as Class 2 and are under the jurisdiction of the state D.O.T.  Town roads 
that are regularly maintained are Class 5.  These roads, while open to public use, have little 
recreational use compared to Class 6 or other roads to which the public may have access.   

Class 6 roads, which may also be known as “closed subject to gates and bars”, are roads 
laid out and used as public highways, but over time, because they were felt to be impractical to 
maintain, were voted by the town into Class 6 status.  Some roads fall into Class 6 status by not 
being maintained by the town for five years or by having been created specifically as roads 
subject to gates and bars.   

In 1994, the State created a system of Class A and Class B trails.  These trails may be 
converted from Class 6 highways or by grant of a landowner.  We will deal here with those 
converted from Class 6 roads.   

A Class A trail has most of the features of a town road closed subject to gates and bars.  It 
is fully open to public use and abutting owners can use it as access to an existing building or 
structure or for agricultural or forestry purposes, but an expansion of use to a new building or 
structure is not allowed.   

Class B trails are more restricted in that there is no allowed use to access a building.  In 
neither case does the town have any obligations to maintain and both classes of trail are subject 
to public trail use restrictions.  These restrictions are placed on the trails either by the entity 
granting the trail or the town or its designee.   

Such restrictions may include, but are not limited to, prohibition of motor vehicles, 
prohibition of wheeled vehicles, prohibition of off highway recreational vehicles, or restriction to 
specified modes of travel such as horse, bicycle or foot.   

 
 
 
 
Taken from the New Boston Bulletin September 2013 

Shirley
Highlight

Shirley
Typewritten Text
Uploaded 2013




